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was brought to the point of death; when he thought
that he had only a few moments longer to live, he
seemed to see Missionaries who restored to him his
life, who opened to him the door of Heaven, and
who urged him to enter therein; and from that
moment he began to feel better.

When he was scarcely able to walk, he came to
see us in our Village, and earnestly begged us to
teach him the truths of Religion; so far as we
instructed him, he taught his children what he
retained of our instructions; and very soon this
whole family was prepared to receive Baptism.
One of his children, although he was stone-blind,
charmed us by the deep feeling of piety that we
discovered in him. In the painful malady with
which he was long afflicted, his prayers were contin-
ual; and some years ago he died in great innocence.
Henri, his father, likewise passed through severe
trials; a long and distressing malady completed the
purification of his virtue, and prepared him for a
death that seemed to us precious in the sight of God.

It is only a short time ago, that I also adminis-
tered Baptism to a young catechumen, aged seven-
teen years, who has greatly edified our Christians
by her firmness, and by her faithful attachment to
Christianity. The home example was well fitted to
lead her astray: the daughter of an idolatrous father
and mother, she found in her own family the greatest
obstacles to the virtues that she was practicing. In
order to try her still more, a young libertine took a
fancy to marry her: he employed every means to
gain her consent to this marriage, even to promising
that he would become a Christian. Our catechu-
men’s father and mother, who had been won over



